1136	INDIAN  MEDICINAL PLANTS
perennial, stem robust, angular, glabrous. Tendrils simple, stout,
angled, glabrous. Leaves suborbicukr in outline, cordate at the
base* 10-18 cm. long and broad, glabrous on both suifaces, the
margin near the base furnished with umbilicate glands, divided to
the middle or almost to the base into 3 (rarely 5) lobes, the lobes
ovate or oblong-lanceolate, acute or acuminate, diverging, the margins
entire or faintly toothed; petioles 5-7.5 cm long, stout, sulcate, almost
invariably glandular at the middle and at ihe apex, glabrous or nearly
so Male flowers: Peduncles 1-flowered, 5-15 cm, long, angularly
furrowed, more or less pubescent, especially near the apex; biact
at the top of the peduncle embracing the flower, broader than long,
2.8-3.5 by 3.8-5 cm., cordate at the base, pubescent or scabrid.
Calyx Imsiite or scabnd; lobes 1.3-1.6 cm. long, oblong-lanceolate,
acute Corolla white, tinged with yellow, pubescent outside and more
or less so inside, segments reaching 5.7 by 2,5 cm.? obovate-oblong
or elliptic-oblong, obtuse or subacute. Female flowers: Peduncles
2.5-5 cni. long, with a small bract about the middle. Fruit 10-15
cm. long, ovoid, pointed, red, fleshy, terete, densely covered with
raised points about 3 mm, long. Seeds numerous, 2.2 by 1.6 by
0.5 cm., ovoid, much compressed., sculptured on both faces.
Distribution     Throughout India—Malaya, China, Philippines
The unripe fruit is sour, hot, appetiser; astringent to the bowels;
causes biliousness. The ripe fruit is sweet, oily, acrid; laxative;
cures "vata"; causes " kapha " and biliousness (Ayurveda),
The seeds are used for cough and chest complaints; they stimu-
late uterine discharges (Yunani)
The Seeds are considered to be good for cough and pains in the
chest. Powdered, they form one of the ingredients of lie hot stuff
known as jhal in Bengal, which, mixed with melted butter, is given
to women immediately after parturition, and daily for a lew days
afterwards,
In Indo China, the roots are given in rheumatism with swelling
of the lower limbs. The seeds are used as a maturant and resolvent
for boils, abscesses, and bubos.
In China, the seeds are considered aperient and useful in the

